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John Keats: Ode to a Nightingale

(266K 
bytes)

http://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/19950418155600/http:/portico.bl.uk/exhibitions/keats/audio/nightingale.au
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Earliest instance in a web archive?
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Ingesting non-harvested content

Content in a web archive is commonly harvested 
(downloaded or crawled) using a crawler software 

arguably the most cost-effective method of 
collecting websites automatically

But harvesting is not always possible
Website no longer live
Website owners prefer to deposit files
Archiving organisations choose to obtain files 
directly

Import from disk and ingest into archive
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The 1995 BL website

BL’s first explorations into hypertext and embedded images 
from collection material with links to larger images, sound 
files and further information.

A test copy of the BL website found on an internal server 

Not the complete dataset

Linked content hosted then on a Gopher server not 
recovered

Received as 12MB zip file in the original site’s directory 
structure, dated 18 April 1995

.html, .gif, .au
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Steps taken

Unpack zip and convert to WARC
Use stored procedure to create entry in database
Copy files to disk, triggering indexing process
Access via Wayback

Had to change Wayback setting and amend 
org.archive.wayback.util.Timestamp which defines 
YEAR_LOWER_LIMIT as 1996

Amendment of SIP
No logs, crawler configuration 
MET profile

Note by web archivist in UI, explaining “unusual”
archival process
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Developing a Formal Process

Currently doing this only as exceptions, upon 
specific requests and reviewed case by case

Could require too much extra resource outside 
normal workflow if not managed 

Are there any curatorial / archival issues? Eg. 
authenticity?

Need to formalise the process and clarify all 
details with website owners
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How far do we go?
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