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Archiving websites at the Municipal Archives 
of Rotterdam

• ‘Collecting’ vs. Archiving: websites are seen as 
digital publications
• 2011: 1500 websites, harvested at least once 
a year
• Sites of: municipal organisations, private 
organisations, personal sites

Start: 2006



Procedure

1. Selection (criteria)
2. Analysis (technical)
3. Permission (copyrights)
4. Taskmanager (MS Excel and Presurf)
5. Archiving: mirror/snapshot
6. Adding metadata
7. Providing access (online?)



Software = Presurf



Metadata

• Title
• Date
• Content
• Restrictions for consulting and reproduction
• Language 
• Code (HTML / CSS / PHP etc.)
• Size (storage)
• Date of mutation



Archive Information System



Future

• Access -> Online presentation of ‘old’ 
websites?

• From ‘look and feel’ to content only?
• National cooperation with other archives and 

libraries
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