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Swiss Offical Gazette of Commerce (1)

• Published since 1883
• Appears 5 times a week
• Content: most recent official information and legally 

prescribed announcements
• Commercial register
• Bankruptcies
• Debt enforcement
• Public procurement
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Swiss Offical Gazette of Commerce (2)

• First digital issue on 1 March 2006
• The electronic version alone has legal effect (Ordinance of 

the Swiss Official Gazette of Commerce)
• About 250 issues yearly
• 1200 - 1500 articles (individual publications) published per 

issue (PDF files with digital signatures)

• SNL preserves both printed and digital version of the 
Gazette of Commerce
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Authenticity (1)

• Challenge: Preserve the electronic version of the Gazette of 
Commerce in a manner that the legal effect is not broken!

• Conceptual work and audit of the result by an accounting 
firm

• Modification of the ingest process
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Authenticity (2)
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Authenticity (3)

Validation

Protocol 
with time 
stamp and 
signature
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col and PDF Error code
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Order number

Order number
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Authenticity (4)

• Validation protocol is part of the archival information 
package (AIP)

• We archive Certificate Revocation Lists (CRL).
• We do not renew digital signatures when they expire
• The audit concludes that as a trusted archive and we can 

guaranty the reliability of the information in the future with 
our internal security measures.
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Fair Use and Conventions (1)

• No legal deposit law in Switzerland
• Convention between Swiss Official Gazette of Commerce 

and SNL
• Daily delivery of the publication as ZIP file instead of 

harvesting (completeness)
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Fair Use and Conventions (2)

Goal of fair use
• Collect, preserve and make available websites despite the lack of a legal 

deposit law
• Do our work in a reliable manner with low risk to be accused or even 

sentenced

Procedure
• Announcement of harvesting by email
• Initialisizing harvesting when no answer within 5 days
• No further announcement if harvesting will be periodically repeated
• Accessibility of harvested websites in the public area of national and 

cantonal libraries (not yet realised)
• Deletion of harvested sites whenever the owner asks for it
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